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=006 Prevention Protects
e BEnvironment

Fat, o1l and grease in sewer pipes, referred to
as FOG, create polhttion problems in many
communities. FOG enters sewer pipes through
restaurant, residential and commercial sink
drains. Once in the sewer, FOG sticks to the pipe
and thickens. FOG can build up and eventually
block the entire pipe. Blockages in sewer pipes
can send sewage backward — out of manholes
into streets and rivers, or up floor drains in
homes. These sewage overflows poliute the
environment.

Sources of FOG

Fat, oil and grease are by-products of
cookimg found in:
« food scraps

« meat fats
fmpact of FOG » Jard
Preventing sewer overflows from FOG From Sinks. . . i zoqigng oil . h .
blockages saves communities money and to Sewers * butter, margarine of shortening

protects the environment, When overflows
occur, local public works staff need to go to

the site and clean the grease build-up out of the
sewer using a vactor truck. Depending on the
severity of the blockage, these cleanups can cost
taxpayers or the FOG contributor thousands of = Expensive and unpleasant cleanup
dollars. For example, during the holiday season = Higher operation and maintenance costs
Rochester Hills diverted a potential sewage h ) Sowage Overliow o ; for local sewer departments and business
backup from entering mto one of the City’s malls ' OWNETS '

by cleaning a major FOG blockage. Reported by
an observant citizen who saw a manhole cover
being pushed up, the blockage was so severe
that the sewer pipe had to be cleaned from both
sides of the blockage. Although the disaster

was avoided, the necessary maintenance was
performed at an increased cost to the city.

Negative Effects of FOG

= Attracts insects and rodents
» Property damage from sewage backups
e Sewage overflows in streets or rivers

Restaurant = SEEEESETEE 0 e

FOG Bulld-Up

Restaurant owners and commercial businesses

n help control the problem by properly

spsing of fat, o1l and grease. Evervone is part
ation.

Itfustration courtesy of Bureau of Sanitation of fthe City of Los Angeles
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