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Present: Abousaleh; Blackmore; Gomolak; Green; Hartley; Kreger; MacPherson; Ruselowski; 
Seidel; Shamey; Sherman; Siciliano; Smith; Stassen 

 
Excused:  Aljahmi; Kubinski; Moussa; Sczomak;   
 
Also Present: Greg Orner, Director of Dearborn Recreation and Parks Department 

Michael Shooshanian, Supervisor (Parks/Sports) 
Kelly O’Dell, Dearborn Resident 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Motion to approve the minutes from the November meeting was made by Abousaleh and 
seconded by Green.  Unanimous approval. 
 
Michael Shooshanian (new Recreation and Parks Supervisor) 
Mr. Shooshanian discussed his background and his enthusiasm for his new position and his 
desire to be a liaison between the Dearborn Public Schools and the Recreation and Parks 
Department. 
 
Five-Year Master Plan Update  
Director Orner discussed the bid from Landscape Architecture.  They propose to provide two (2) 
web-based surveys as well as arrange meetings for both local organizations and the public.  
Landscape Architecture has received awards of excellence for their Master Plan work in the 
past.  They would arrange five (5) public meetings: East region, West region, The Center, the 
Neighborhood Federations, and Dearborn Public Schools officials.  The Master Plan will be an 
eight- to nine-month process. 
 
Outdoor Pools 
Discussion then moved on to the Commission’s recommendation to City Council from last 
month regarding four (4) City-wide pools and their locations.  The Recreation and Parks 
Commission made a recommendation to the Council reiterating its past stance on the option of 
four (4) pools and two (2) spray parks.  Director Orner stated that the Council was receptive to 

 



this option but was asking for recommendations from the Commission regarding the location of 
the four pools.  Director Orner provided pool information packets showing usage and locations 
to the Commission to aid in the discussion. 

• Commissioner Siciliano asked how long it would take to build a new pool.  Director 
Orner stated that it would take one season. 

• Commissioner Smith asked if it would be possible to keep the old pool open during the 
construction phase if work was done on Ford Woods.  A discussion ensued regarding the 
location of the pool at Ford Woods (to base the new facility on the old infrastructure or 
to build a completely new pool next to the old one).  Director Orner thought it would be 
best to use the existing infrastructure to keep costs down but will check into the cost of 
completely new versus using existing parts. 

• According to Director Orner, the demolition process would take about one (1) month.   
• Commissioner Kreger asked about the possibility of a third spray park.  Director Orner 

requested that the Commission remain focused on the option of four pools and two 
spray parks. 

• Commissioner Smith asked the Commission to work on prioritizing pools.  The 
Commission felt, as a whole, that Dunworth and Ford Woods were to be two of the four 
pools. 

• Commissioner Blackmore asked about the locations in the south end and was informed 
that they are Hemlock and Crowley. 

• Commissioner Siciliano stated that he felt the three pools to definitely keep are 
Dunworth, Ford Woods, and Lapeer and that the decision the Commission needed to 
focus on was the south end pool. 

• Chair Stassen stated that he felt the City Council was very interested in the 
Commission’s recommendation and would definitely take it into consideration. 

• Guest Kelly O’Dell from the Crowley neighborhood questioned the decision to keep 
Lapeer pool.  The Commission felt strongly that the Lapeer pool was needed for the 
citizens of the southeast area. 

• Commissioner Siciliano felt that the Commission should not rush this decision but 
should stand firm once the decision is made. 

• Commissioner Shamey discussed Ford Motor Company and a desire to ask them to 
cover the costs of extra pools.  Director Orner requested that the Commission stick to 
the current task of four pool recommendations. 

• Commissioner Kreger discussed the current spray park at Crowley (built in 2014) and 
how it would benefit younger children.  The older children would need to cross 
Telegraph to get to a pool if Crowley was not selected as a location. 

• The Commission discussed that, as a whole, Summer-Stephens was a better location for 
a pool for that area of the City than Crowley. 

• Commissioner Smith discussed the need for the Commission to make a 
recommendation to the Council to seek Ford Motor Company money to cover additional 
pool costs.  Director Orner again requested that the Commission stay focused. 

• Commissioner Blackmore, in reviewing the documents presented, noted that Summer-
Stephens and Ten Eyck have historically had more swimmers than Crowley.  
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Commissioner Seidel discussed the 2012 activities of Save Our Pools and fundraisers for 
Summer Stephens. 

• Commissioner Abousaleh mentioned the potential to move a new facility closer to OL 
Smith School; however, there would then need to be an investment in parking.  

• Summer Stephens does not have a parking lot and very little street parking. 
• Commissioner Siciliano, in referring to documents provided, stated that Summer 

Stephens had three times more swimmers and no neighborhood complaints on parking 
in 2012. 

• Commissioner MacPherson mentioned that Summer Stephens has a section of land that 
could be converted to a small parking lot to alleviate street parking. 

• Guest O’Dell and Commissioner Siciliano again questioned the decision to keep Lapeer 
pool.  The Commission once again unanimously felt every child in each quadrant of the 
City should have an opportunity to have access to a pool. 

• Co-Chair Green made a motion that the Commission recommend to the City Council 
that the four-pool option include Dunworth, Ford Woods, and Lapeer.  Commissioner 
Sherman seconded.   

• Commissioner Smith requested an amendment to the motion to state that a southwest 
pool is “to be determined.”  Commissioner Kreger seconded, and the motion passed.  

• The motion on the table is for the four-pool option to include Dunworth, Ford Woods, 
Lapeer, and a southwest pool to be determined. 

• Commissioner Smith requested an amendment to prioritize the order of construction on 
pools.  Commissioner Blackmore seconded.   

• The Commission felt the construction order should be Dunworth, Ford Woods, the 
southwest pool to be determined, and Lapeer.  Motion was passed. 

• The amended motion passed unanimously. 
• Commissioner Blackmore made a motion that Summer Stephens be chosen as the 

southwest pool.  Co-Chair Green seconded. 
• Commissioner Smith mentioned that parking is an issue and discussed the need for a 

motion on parking recommendations. 
• Commissioner Shamey stated that Ten Eyck has parking available. 
• Commissioner Ruselowski stated that he did not feel ready to vote on this decision so 

quickly. 
• Commissioner Smith agreed with Shamey regarding Ten Eyck and felt that the site 

should be considered. 
• Commissioner Gomolak stated that Whitmore Bolles be considered due to its more 

centralized location. 
• Commissioner Abousaleh felt that the Whitmore Bolles location made sense as it is 

more central and has parking.  Historically, it did not have high attendance. 
• Commissioner Siciliano noted the importance of coming up with a location that served 

the interest of the children of that area. 
• Commissioner Smith requested that a map showing the locations of Whitmore Bolles, 

Ten Eyck, and Summer Stephens be available for the next meeting. 
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• It was strongly recommended that all Commissioners drive around the neighborhood 
pool areas in question in the southwest quadrant to familiarize themselves with the 
issues on the ground. 

• Commissioner Smith recommended that Commissioner Blackmore consider tabling the 
motion until the January meeting to gather more information.  He requested 
information regarding possible parking locations at all three sites and any extra costs 
that might be involved. 

• Commissioner Blackmore requested her motion regarding Summer Stephens as the 
fourth pool be tabled until the January meeting.  Motion to table was accepted 
unanimously. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:55pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Margaret Green 
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